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Correctly Demarcating Sentences



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can use capital letters and punctuation to show where sentences begin    

and end. 

• I can identify where sentences should begin and end.  

• I can identify different types of sentence.

• I can use correct beginnings and endings for different types of sentence.

• I can punctuate and demarcate different types of sentence correctly in my 
own writing.  



Introductory Activity



Sentences

Sentences are the blocks which the English Language is built from. 

A sentence is a group of words which is a complete thought. It must make sense on its 
own. It must contain a verb. 

Which of these groups of words really are sentences? Think about whether anything 
happens. Can you put them together correctly? 

Non-sentenceSentence

The tower of London.

It took a long while.

We caught the train.

At the bottom of the stairs.

When she got home.



Sentences

At the start of every sentence is a capital letter. This is easy to remember because it is 
ALWAYS true.

What are the letters that should really be at the 
beginning of these sentences? Write them as 
large as you can fit them on your whiteboard.

1. every single snowflake is different.

2. your house is bigger than mine.

3. have you seen that new film about wizards?

4. get off that table before it breaks!



Sentences

How can you hear when a reader reaches the end of a sentence?

There should be a pause as the reader takes a breath ready to read the
next sentence. 

Close your eyes and use your fingers to count how many sentences you hear 
when the teacher reads the passage on the next slide.



Sentences

Cats sleep a lot. They can sleep 
anywhere. They sleep on 
newspapers, on windowsills 
and even in baskets. When 
they wake up they have a good 
stretch. Sometimes they go 
straight back to sleep again. 

Answer = There are 5 sentences in that passage.



Sentences

Practice Zone

Do you need more practice on deciding when a sentence should end?

our dog is funny he tries to sit at the table when we 
have tea when we talk to each other he barks to join in 
he is part of our family

my hobby is collecting trains I have almost 300 I have 
been collecting them since I was 5 it all started when 
my dad went away on a trip and bought me a train as a 
present now everyone buys me trains

Our dog is funny. He tries to sit at the table 
when we have tea. When we talk to each other 
he barks to join in. He is part of our family.

My hobby is collecting trains. I have almost 300. 
I have been collecting them since I was 5. It all 
started when my dad went away on a trip and 
bought me a train as a present. Now everyone 
buys me trains.

You could listen to these sentences to practice, or 
complete the ‘Sentence Ends Activity Sheet’.



Sentences: Punctuation

Every sentence also ends with one of three punctuation marks: an exclamation 
mark, a full stop or a question mark. 

If it doesn’t have one we have an emergency.

! ? .



Question Marks

Used when a sentence 
is asking something 
and has an answer.

e.g. Can I have some 
pudding?

Exclamation Marks

Used for exclamations, 
possibly sudden, or 

strong emotions such as 
shock, disgust, anger or 

happiness. 

e.g. What a mess!

Full stops

Used for general 
sentences which state 

something. 

e.g. Apples can be 
green or red. 

Sentences: Punctuation

?!.



Sentences: Punctuation

Feed these sentences through this flow chart to see what sort of punctuation 
they need at the end. Refer back to it whenever you need to during the lesson. 

What time is it 
Broccoli is disgusting 
We will meet you there
Why are you lying down
I can't believe we won 
Archery is my hobby 



Sentences: Punctuation

Exclamation
Mark

!

No Does this sentence express strong
emotion such as surprise, shock 

or anger?

Does this sentence ask something? 
Does is have an answer?

Question
Mark

?

Full Stop
.

No Yes

What time is it

What time is it?

Yes



Sentences: Punctuation

Exclamation
Mark

!

No

Yes

Does this sentence express strong
emotion such as surprise, shock 

or anger?

Does this sentence ask something? 
Does is have an answer?

Question
Mark

?

Full Stop
.

No Yes

Broccoli is disgusting Broccoli is disgusting

Broccoli is disgusting!



Sentences: Punctuation

Exclamation
Mark

!

No

Yes

Does this sentence express strong
emotion such as surprise, shock 

or anger?

Does this sentence ask something? 
Does is have an answer?

Question
Mark

?

Full Stop
.

No Yes

We will meet you there We will meet you there

We will meet you there. 



Sentences: Punctuation

Exclamation
Mark

!

No Does this sentence express strong
emotion such as surprise, shock 

or anger?

Does this sentence ask something? 
Does is have an answer?

Question
Mark

?

Full Stop
.

No Yes

Why are you lying down

Why are you lying down?

Yes



Sentences: Punctuation

Exclamation
Mark

!

No

Yes

Does this sentence express strong
emotion such as surprise, shock 

or anger?

Does this sentence ask something? 
Does is have an answer?

Question
Mark

?

Full Stop
.

No Yes

I can’t believe we won I can’t believe we won

I can’t believe we won!



Sentences: Punctuation

Exclamation
Mark

!

No

Yes

Does this sentence express strong
emotion such as surprise, shock 

or anger?

Does this sentence ask something? 
Does is have an answer?

Question
Mark

?

Full Stop
.

No Yes

Archery is my hobby Archery is my hobby

Archery is my hobby. 



Independent Focused Activity



Save our Sentences

It’s an emergency situation for the sentences and passages on these worksheets! Can 
you save them by correctly demarcating them with appropriate punctuation and 
capital letters? 

Fix the sentences by 
adding emergency 
capital letters and 
punctuation. 

Fix the sentence and 
the paragraph in 
urgent need of capital 
letters and full stops. 

Write correctly 
punctuated 
beginnings and 
endings to save these 
sentences.



Review Activity



Punctuation Pits

Show what you’ve learned about demarcating sentences correctly by bringing the racing 
car sentences on this sheet into the pits and fixing them!



Consolidation Activity



Correct Sentences

Write different types of sentence to match each picture – make sure your 
punctuation is correct!




